Approved For Release 2001/08/15.:-CIA-RDP62B00844R000200010014-7

12 December 1956

MEMORANDUM FOR: CHE"F OF STAFY¥, UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

SUBJECT : Deployment of Project OILSTONE/AQUATONE
: to the Far Xast

i. Under date of 13 November | addressed a memorandum to
you on the above subject to which you replied on 28 November, On 5 Decem: -
ber we discussed this matter further in your office. The purpone of this
note is to advise you of the present status of this matter.

4. In your memorandum and in the course of pur conversation,
you explained that it would be difficult for the Alr Force to provide base
facilities for the third AQUATONE detachment at [ 1ot:
becanse the simultansous presence of this unit and BLACK KNIGHT would
overcrowd the facilities of the theater and because you deem it unwise
(for reasouns 1 fully understand) to mix the personnel of these two organiza-
tions at the same base. You also suggested that, in view of the presence
of BLACK KNIGHT in the Far East, we might wish to consider the retention
of the third AQUATONE detuchmaent inlllllllll{or the present and its sub-
ssquant deployment to

3. I accepted your judgment about Il sni agreed that eince
BLACK ENIGHT is already in place there the AQUATONE detachment
should be based elsewhere. It was further agreed betwesn us that, if this
unit {2 to be deployed to the Far East, Atsugl Naval Alr Station might be
the best tocation provided a hangar could be mads available thare, since
a minimwm of new construction would be necessary and since billets and
other facilities are already available to this Agency without the displace -
maent of any mitlitary persoannel. Accordingly, I advised you that we would
approach the Chief of Naval Operations to investigate this possibility,
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4. This has since been dons. In response to our requast for
facilitios at Ateugl, Admirsl Burke infermed us that, if it were desizrabdle
to deploy an AQUATONE unit to the Far East, the Navy could probably
maks a sultable hangar available on rather short notice. He also stated
that he would discuss this matter with you and possidbly raise it with the
Joint Chiefs of Stafi. This | understand be has done,

$5. We have carefully considered the possibility of deploying the
thizd AQUATONE dstachmen: to I
I

as an siternative to its deployment to the
Far East. We are led to the cenclusion, howsver, that there is little
prospect of aseding it for this purpose. Both pelitical and security
considerations indicate that nothing more than a brisf aud limited staging
operation should be conteraplated I Morsover the high priority
targets more readily accessible from than from other buses
could be covered in a small number of missions. Since we can deploy

up to twelve gircraft to Eur March 1957 and our plans call for the
texmporary use of onl we are satisfied that the require-
mant can be met without drawing on the resources of the detachment now
in readiness for deployment.

6. In summary, the position is now as follows:

Wa remain convinced of the desiradllity of daploying the third
AQUATONE detachment te the Far East.

We understand the necessary physical facilities could probably
be made available at Atsugl.

Our request for such facilities is before Admiral Burke and
we are awaiting the cutcome of his consultations with you and other
members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

1 need not revisw the reasons for my belief that this unit should be in place
a8 #00n a8 possible where it can be used to the best advantage to meet any
need that exists or may ariss,
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ALLEN W, DULLES
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